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Yugoslavian Film ‘Dark Horse’ at Cznnes

By THOMAS QUINN CURTISS , this yvear at the festival and

Special to The New York Times.

| CANNES, France, May 9—

| e dark horse candidate—the

, Yugoslav film, “I Have Even
Met Happy Gypsies"'—ap-
pears to have joined “Blow-
Up,” the Swedish entry,
“Elvira Madigan” and “Ac-
cident” as a jury favorite at
the Cannes Festival.

The film from Yugoslavia
relates with picturesque dash
and some glowing color pho-
tography a tragic romance
of the Pannonian plain,
where Rumanians, Serbs,
Slavs, Hungarians and Gyp-
sies mingle. Its folk dancing
and songs lend it operetta
overtones, but it maintains a
dramatic drive. It is the
fourth film of its director,
Aleksanfler Petrovic, whose
second film, ‘“She and He,”
was seen at a previous Can-
nes festival.

In bestowing an award—
perhaps even the Golden
Palm—upon it, the jury would
solve its problem of extend-
ing some recognition to the

from the Iron
curtain >3ands. These lands
have made a poor showing

neither the Hungarian “Ten
Thousand ‘Suns” nor the un-
palatable Czechoslovak com-
edy, ‘“Hotel for Strangers”
can be considered seriously.

This afernoon the second of
the three French entries,
“Mon Amour, Mon Amour,”
was resoundingly—and, it
must be admitted, deservedly
booed. No film yet shown
here has evoked such dis-
pleasure. It was written and
directed by Nadine Trinti-

gnant and her husband, Jean- I
Louis Trintignant, star of “a |
Man and a Woman,” is its |

hero.

Other Hits Remembered

Mrs. Trintignant has seen
and remenibered her hus-
band’s hit and the loving
couple of her scenario con-
stantly romp on a beach as
did the lovers of Claude Le-
louche’s success. Mrs. Trinti-
gnant has also seen and re-
membered many films of the
New Wave, but she serves up
only. their mannerisms and
stale dregs. There are slow
motion love interludes in the
seminude. There are the

stilled .exchanges and off-
screen explanations, made
familiar by Jean-Luc Godard,
but reproduced here without
a trace of wit or imagina-
tion. There is some of the
worst editing ever seen on
the professional screen,

To keep the audience bored
before the superlative boring
of the occasion began, “Mon
Amour, Mon Amour” was
preceded by an inept docu-
mentary on the restoration of
the Grand Trianon, which

contained an incredible
amount of unnecessary infor«
mation and endless footage of
workmen shoveling dirt in the
gardens,

An unusual document has
appeared on the critic’s selec-
tion program, impressing its
initial audience so favorably
that it has been granted a
reshowing. This is “War-
rendale,” a television tape—
now edited into film form—
of the behavior of mentally
retarded adolescents who are

Offer of ‘Obscene’ Book Accepted by 500 lowans

Special to The New York Times.

NEW YORK, May 9—More
than 500 residents of Mount
Pleasant, Jowa, have taken up
a New York publisher's offer
of a free copy of Elia Kazan’s
“The Arrangement,” the na-
tion’s No. 1 fiction best seller,
which has been barred by
their city’s library as obscene.

Sol Stein, president of Stein
& Day, Inc., made the offer
to every adult head of a fam-
ily in the community in a
letter last week to The Mount
Pleasant, Iowa News. He

wrote after receiving a letter
from Mrs. Rosemary Atwell,
& member of the library

board, stating objections to
the book.
Mr. Stein said yesterday

that his company had received
about 50 letters Friday and
more than 500 letters yester-
day asking for copies of the
novel. He said that one letter
was from Werner Smith,
Chief of Police of the south-
east Towa city, requesting a
book and saying, “I would
like to see for myself.”

inmates of a Canadian re-
habilitation home. The ma-
terial was shot by Allan King
in the Warrendale asylum for
a projected TV “showing, but
its sponsors felt it was too
clinical and depressing for
the TV public.

It was Mr, King's original
plan to concentrate on the
case of a single patient when
he received permission to film
freely in the mental institute.
While he was working there
the hospital's cook died and
the directors of the home
were uncertain whether or
not to break the news to the
excitable patients. They final-
ly decided to do so and allow
Mr. King to record the scene.
’rms scene, showing the
¥arious reactions of the pa-
tients to the announcement,

erves as the film's powerful

Jimax, the emotions of the
Jamatee ranging from wild,
suicidal hysteria to cold sus-
picion of the authorities,

»“Warrendale” is at once a
contribution to the study of
pathological psychology and a
gripping piece’ of movie-
making.
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ALFRED E. LYON

[S DEAD AT 81

\
Regarded as Top Salesman,}

He Built Up Philip Morris

Special to The New York Times.
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